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ASPATRIA TOWN 

COUNCIL NEWS 

 

September Meeting 

Miss Sarah Carroll on  

behalf of the Cumberland 

Building Society presented 

the prizes to the winners of 

the Best Kept Garden  

Competition. The Council  

received presentations from 

Tony Jackson of MOBEX 

on how they deal with youth 

disorder and the costs  

associated with their work, 

also from a volunteer worker 

with the Heart and Stroke 

Club 

and Mr Spears on behalf of 

Plumbland Parish Council 

regarding the unpleasant 

smells associated with the 

use of treated waste on land 

from United Utilities. In 

addition to the standing 

items on the agenda the 

council discussed progress 

on the Park Workshop, 

preparation for the  

Christmas Lights, the Parish 

Charter and the website for 

Aspatria which is associated 

with (Aspatria’s Voice.) 

 

October Meeting 

The Council received a pres-

entation from Denise Dervy 

an Environmental Warden 

from Allerdale  

Borough Council on the ef-

fects of the Clean Neighbour-

hood and  

Environment Act 2005 and 

associated matters. The 

Council supported West 

Newton Parish Council in 

their opposition to the Wind 

Farm proposal for Warwick 

Hall. Members were also 

opposed to a consultation 

document from Allerdale 

Borough Council that  

proposed charging on Queen 

Street Car Park and the clerk 

was asked to respond. Cllr 

Mitchell gave a progress  

report on the Friends of  

Memorial Park. 

 

November Meeting 

The Council received a pres-

entation from Denise Raper a 

consultant for the North 

 Allerdale Partnership on the 

work of the partnership and 

the Child Care Centre.  

Police Inspector Gugeon from 

Wigton Police Station  

addressed the meeting on  

policing matters 

Which were showing a reduc-

tion in Anti Social Behaviour 

in and around the town. The 

Town Council agreed to 

 increase the precept by 

£1,660 which equates to less 

than 2.5% 

This piece of legislation gives 

your Borough Council greater 
powers. We now have 4 areas 

where dogs must be kept on 

leads. Moat Hill – Maryport, 

Salterbeck Cemetery and  
Reservoir Cockermouth  

Cemetery. 

The offence of failing to clean 

up after your dog is no longer 
restricted to areas within a 

40mph zone and Dog Bans have 

been placed on almost 40 en-

closed play areas including the 

Children's play area at 

Fletchertown. We can now 
enforce littering on private 

land and watercourses instead 

of just roads and pavements. 

Cigarette related material and 
chewing gum is now classed as 

litter.  

Failure to comply with any of 

the above can result in a Fixed 
penalty notice of £75.00 or a 

maximum fine for dog byelaws 

of £1,000 + costs and for litter-

ing £2,500 + costs 

Direct Payments are cash payments 

made to individuals who have been 

assessed as needing services, in 

lieu of directly provided or care 

managed social care provision.  

Like all social care services they 

are subject to the council’s finan-

cial assessment process and a con-

tribution may be assessed.  

 

People use Direct Payments in 

various ways, for example they 

may pay a friend or carer to take 

them to a Social Club instead of 

attending a day centre. They may 

arrange to have lunch provided at a 

local pub or café instead of having 

a carer cook for them. Some pur-

chase care from a local agency, 

others employ a personal assistant 

directly or pay a neighbour or 

friend. It is possible to have both 

care from the council and a Direct 

Payment for some of the things 

you need. Carers can use them to 

organise respite care at home or 

away from home. You can use 

them for minor adaptations and 

equipment where the standard 

issue equipment is not what you 

want. You can take your Direct 

Payment on holiday with you and 

purchase care at your destination.  

 

If you think Direct Payments might 

be right for you or someone you 

know, then contact your local 

Adult Social Care Office or contact 

the Direct Payment Advice and 

Support Service by ringing them 

on 0845 1249303 or emailing them 

at cumbriadp@aol.com. 

THE CLEAN NEIGHBOURHOOD AND ENVIRONMENT ACT  

Aspatria Town Council  

Newsletter 

Volume 1, Issue 2 

January 2008 

WELCOME 

Welcome to the first edition of Aspatria Town Council Newsletter for 2008. The last three 

months have been very busy with the build up to Christmas and New Year and the various 

projects which I am sure you will read about later. 

The Town Council is pleased with the positive comments that most residents have made to 

the October edition. We are still keen to find ways to improve the newsletter and if anybody 

has any suggestions we would be pleased to hear them.   

As we look forward to another year we wish you all health and happiness and hope you are 

all keeping to your New Year Resolutions. 

 

Trevor Gear  

Mayor  

 Aspatria Town Council 

wishes all our  

Residents a  

Happy  New Year. 

mailto:cumbriadp@aol.com
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unfortunately Idriss is a Muslim and 

doesn’t eat pig and so we made him 

some beans on toast while Moses (who 

runs a pig farm) tucked into his soup and 

rolls. We were able to give a small dona-

tion to help Moses’ buy a pig. We are 

now twinned with Nansana Dream-

scheme and are in the process of match-

ing up our young people with some 

young people form Nansana as pen  

Pals and who knows maybe a visit one 

day.   Linda Hunter 

We had a visit in October from some 

Ugandans who also run Dreamscheme 

in Uganda,  

Idriss (Kampala Dreamscheme) and 

Moses (Nansana Dreamscheme).  They 

came and showed a DVD of what it is 

like for the young people in Uganda.  

Our lads and lasses were exceptionally 

quiet during the screening and asked lots 

of interesting questions later. After a 

few games of pool and lots of ‘crack’, 

they had something to eat with us (home 

cooked bacon and lentil soup),          

The Resource Room is the Mayors cho-

sen Charity this year.  

 

Here is an up to date account from 

Elaine Yates (Practice Manager of West 

Street Practice) of how things have been 

going.  

We have purchased a stand alone PC for 

the room solely for the use of the public. 

BT are coming to install broadband and 

our IT people have kindly offered to 

install software etc for us. We are  

purchasing a printer and we are also in 

the process of collecting leaflets/

information etc to be made available to 

those using the resource room. We hope 

that the room will be operational early in 

the New Year. 

Aspatria Parks & Allotments 

 

St Mungo's park continues to 

 improve by leaps and bounds. All the 

lime trees memorialising our  

soldiers have recently been given a 

trim and they look much better. The 

wall surrounding the tennis courts is 

now completed and Clark has been 

busy planting winter pansies and 

spring bulbs which will look very 

pretty when the weather is miserable. 

A retaining wall by the shelter has 

also been renewed and looks much 

tidier. We are still experiencing some 

vandalism in The Park and again 

would ask people to treat it with re-

spect.    C. Mitchell (chair)                                 

Friends of Memorial Park. 
 

This is a new group formed by some 

Councillors and members of the  

public to try to gain extra funding to  

replace all the play equipment in the 

parks. We held our first meeting in 

October and this was very well  

attended. The Town Council are 

backing this project with funds,  

however play equipment is very  

expensive and has to be to a required 

standard so to replace the whole 

amount would be virtually impossi-

ble at this time. We need to try and  

access grant funding from various 

sources and to do this, forming a 

separate group seemed the best way 

forward. I have had three site  

surveys from different manufacturers 

to give us a wide range of ideas. We 

hope to have some funding news in 

the not too distant future.  

C. Mitchell 

Have a say in local issues visit  

 

www.aspatrias-voice.co.uk  
 

Giving Aspatria its voice back. 

Aspatria's Parks 

Aspatria Dreamscheme 

West Street Practice 
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Bingo 
Aspatria  RUFC  8pm  

every other Sunday. 

Harriston -  Wednesday 7.30pm. 

Blennerhasset Village Hall   

Tuesdays 7.30pm. 

 

Dates for your Diary 
 

Forthcoming events  

 

Mayors Coffee Morning  

Saturday 26th January 2008 at 10-11am in the Community Centre (Church Hall) 

Proceeds to Mayor Charity: Resource Room, West Street Practice  

 

* * * 

Mayors Charity Race Night  

15th March 2008 

Masonic Hall 

Proceeds to Mayors Charity: Resource Room, West Street Practice. 

Aspatria Dreamscheme 
 

Does your son or daughter go to the  

Youth Club? 
Does your neighbours children? 

Ever wondered what they get up to up there? 

Now’s your chance to find out! 

 

OPEN DAY 

 

9am – 9pm 

Friday 29th February 2008 

Tea coffee and light snacks available 

“Please come and show your support we 

look forward to seeing you” 
Contact: 20893 

 

 

 

Witching Hour 

1st Prize - Phantom of the Witch - 19 Noble Croft - £25 

2nd Prize - Black Alice - 9 Park Road - £15 

3rd Prize - Winnie Spellman - 59 North View - £5 

Best Name - Asparilla - 19 Noble Croft - £5 

Wendy Campbell says a big thank you to everyone that took part, there were 20 

Witches in total and she says better luck next year. 
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LOCAL NUMBERS 

 

Dr Ajagbe -  016973 20367 

 
Dr Wheatley -  016973 20224 

 

West Street Practice - 016973 20209 

 
Cuedoc - 01228 401999  

 

Chemist: J & L Forster 016973 20236 

Beacon Hill School - 016973 20509 

Richmond Hill School - 016973 20650 

Aspatria Childcare - 016973 23567 

Allerdale Council - 01900 702702 

Benefit Enquiry Line - 0800 88 22 00 

Citizens Advice ð 01900 604735 

Connexions Cumbria - 0800 435 709 

Consumer Advice - 0845 4040 506 

Dental Emergencies - 01228 603 900 

NHS Direct - 0845 4647 

Recycling centres -  01228 607 644 

Registry Office - 01228 606 359 

Samaritans - 08457 90 90 90 

Aspatria Post Office - 016973 20201 

Aspatria's Dreamscheme - 016973 20893 

 

 

  

  

Allerdale Council  - http://www.allerdale.gov.uk 

Cumbria County Council - http://www.cumbria.gov.uk/default.asp 

NHS Direct - http://www.nhsdirect.nhs.uk/ 

Citizens Advice Bureau - http://www.adviceguide.org.uk/ 

The Cumbria Initiative - http://www.thecumbriainitiative.co.uk/ 

The News and Star - http://www.newsandstar.co.uk/ 

Times and Star - http://www.timesandstar.co.uk/    

The Cumberland News - http://www.cumberland-news.co.uk/ 

Recycling Guide -  http://www.recycling-guide.org.uk/  

Connexions Direct - http://www.connexions-direct.com/ 

Department of Works and Pensions -  http://www.dwp.gov.uk/ 

Open each day 
St Kentigern’s is normally open each day for 

private prayer, and for visitors to look round, 

from 9am to late afternoon. During 8.30am 

Morning Prayer the needs of the world, the 
church and the local community are offered 

to God in prayer. If you 

would like a particular  

person or situation to be 
included there is a book in 

which to write requests.  

 

Welcome to Worship 
Our main Sunday act of 

worship is the  

Sung Eucharist at 9.30am, 
followed by refreshments. 

On the 2nd Sunday of each 

month, All-age Worship is 

always more informal and interactive.  

Baptisms (christenings) normally happen 

within the 9.30am service on the 1st Sunday – 

please contact the Vicar for more informa-

tion. There is also Holy Communion at 
9.30am on Wednesdays, which on the First 

Wednesday of each month is held in the 

Community Centre (Church Hall) for easier 

access.  
A monthly Sunday tea-time ‘Pray and Play’ 

hour for under-5s and their families will be 

starting soon – please watch out for details. 

 

Sunday specials 
Sunday 3rd February is  

Candlemas – the end of the forty 
days of Christmas – come and 

join our Christingle Service at 

6pm. Lent begins the same 

week, with a service for Ash 

Wednesday on 6th February at 

7pm. On Mothering Sunday, 

2nd March, and Easter Day, 23rd 

March, there will be 9.30am  
All-age Worship with Holy 

Communion.  

 

For details of these and other services and 
activities for Lent, Holy Week and Easter, 

please watch for posters or look in ‘The 

Link’ magazine, which costs 35p and can be 

delivered to your home by contacting the 
secretary, Mrs Pauline Scott, on 20274. 

Out and about 
‘Being church’ is more than worshipping 

together: there are regular coffee mornings, 

and plans for a variety of events including an 

‘Indian Evening’ in January to celebrate our 
link with the Diocese of Madras, and later in 

the year, a ‘Midsummer Christmas Dinner’. 

Maintaining the building, the churchyard and 

the hall are the responsibility of the local 
congregation – a never-ending project and 

we are grateful for the help we receive from 

the community. In the light of our hope to 

make the hall more of a focal point for com-
munity activities, the Church Council de-

cided recently to use the name Aspatria 

Community Centre. We hope that in due 

course it will have a new look to match the 
new name. 

Christmas Lights 2007 
 

Aspatria is well known for its display of 

Christmas Lights not only the ones the 
council operates on houses or commercial 

properties by kind permission of the 

owners but the two Christmas trees and 

those which householders and businesses 
display themselves. 

 

The Town Council is appreciative of the 

financial support that businesses have 
given to this years event which brightened 

up our streets on the long dark nights over 

the Christmas period and also the residents 

who helped by the festive displays in their 
windows 

 

We are very proud and fortunate to have 

our lights and I thank you all for your 
support. 

 

Trevor Gear 

Mayor of Aspatria 

NEWS & VIEWS FROM ST KENTIGERNôS CHURCH 

 

Vicar: The Revd Clive Shaw, The Vicarage, King Street, tel 20398       
 Reader: Mrs Brenda Gear, Brandraw Mount, Market Sq, tel 21935  

Useful Telephone Numbers 

Useful Website Addresses 

Volume 1, Issue 2  

St Kentigern's 
Picture courtesy of  

Steve Bulman 

Useful telephone 

numbers  



4 

  Aspatria Town Councillors 
Town Clerk 

  

Walter Armstrong          11 The Avenue, Gilgarran, Workington.  CA14 4RD                01946 834274 

                                        Email:           walter@armstrong7700.freeserve.co.uk 

  

Councillors 
Mark Allinson                        65 King Street, Aspatria, CA7 3AH                                    016973 20243 

Janice Barker                         23 Harriston, Aspatria. CA7 2ED                                        016973 23570  

Barbara Blackburn                 13 Brough Street, Aspatria, CA7 3AT                                016973 21008 

Lillian Buchanon                    6 Harriston, Aspatria, CA7 2EF                                         016973 21526 

Wendy Campbell                   Yarra House' 58 King Street, Aspatria, CA7 3AH              016973 20040 

Trevor Gear                            Brandraw Mount, Market Sq, Aspatria, CA7 3HG             016973 21935 

Stan Hillary                            Thornville 18 King St, Aspatria,  CA7 3ES                        016973 20049 

Alan McCourt                        Laredo', Station Rd, Aspatria                                               016973 21433 

Christine Mitchell                  58 North View, Aspatria, CA7 3EG                                    016973 22554 

Alan Reay                              54 Brayton Park,, Aspatria CA7 3DG                                  016973 20837 

Marie Rose                            10 Ellen Garth, Aspatria CA7 3BS                                       016973 21230 

Karen Smith                           18 Ellen Garth, Aspatria CA7 3BS                                      016973 21297 

Audrey Tinnion                      28 Lawson St, Aspatria CA7 3DS                                       016973 20977 

Dee Turner                             66 North View, Aspatria, CA7 3EG                                    016973 20961 

Malcolm Wilson                     3 Housenrigg Cottages, Aspatria, CA7 3LT                       016973 22579 

    
Winter Warmth 

In the depth of winter many of us find it difficult to keep our homes warm. One of the most effective ways of reducing he amount we need to 

spend on heating bills is to have our homes properly insulated.  Around a third of all heat lost in the un-insulated homes is through the walls 

with a further quarter through the roof.  Cavity wall insulation in suitable buildings could typically save around £90 a year and insulating your 

loft, to the recommended depth of 270mm could cut bills by a further £110 per year, if your main heating is electricity or solid fuel you could 
have cavity wall insulation installed for as little as £49 and loft insulation for as little as £109. 

For those properties that do not have cavities, internal or  external insulation is also available, from full external rendering systems to flexible 

insulating linings which can be applied like wallpaper and are suitable for DIY fitting 

For Free impartial energy efficiency advice call Cumbria Energy Efficiency Advice Centre on:  0800 512 012 

Or visit their website:        www.energyinfo.org.uk 

 

Security Lighting,  

 
Now the dark nights are upon us can we 

remind residents if they wish to borrow 

timer switches etc they can be delivered and 

set up for them  Ring 20837.  

 

Gala Day - June 14th 2008  
 

Help is always needed we need more Mar-
shall’s the Police have warned us they will 

stop the parade if not marshalled properly. A 

red hot day has been booked!    

Please help;  
Let’s keep the Gala Day going. If you would 

like to help in any way phone Wendy  on 

20040. 

 

Daffodils for Remembrance. 

 

Another 1,000 daffodil bulbs were planted 

this year donated by residents wishing to 
remember their loved ones in this special 

way.  Thanks to all those who planted them. 

The Remembrance book is finished and will 

go in the Church in the spring. 

At the last Safety meeting we said goodbye 

to PC Steven Lee who has now moved on to 
another department in the Police Force.  He 

may be back next year but not as our Com-

munity Officer.   We thanked him for all the 

work and time he spent in Aspatria,  
We will still be having the Speed  

Indicator Devices in the Town, Thanks to all 

those who put them out and take them in, 

also those who man them and report  
registration numbers.  Speeders will get a 

letter from the Police.   Roads worse for 

speeding traffic were  

Lawson St, King St, and West St.   
People must realise that they should be doing 

30mph as they pass the 30mph signs, not 300 

yards past the limit sign. The Police had been 

in the Town watching for drivers using their 
mobile phones or not wearing their seat belt 

while driving.  Both serious offences but still 

happen. 

Dog fouling is an issue on Brayton Rd at the 
moment and there had been quite a few com-

plaints. The dog warden has been notified. 

Arrests have been made after various inci-

dents in the Town,  
Youths are now finding different places to 

congregate which is causing concern for 

residents. 

Aspatria Methodist Church 

 

Coffee Mornings  

January 31st 

February 21st 

March 13th 

 

Lent Lunch 12 - 1pm  

Wednesday 27th February 

 

Good Friday - March 21st 

Service at 10.45am 

  

Easter  Day - March 23rd 

Service at 10.45am 

Aspatria Community Safety Group 

Aspatria Town Council  

Now have a website associated alongside 

Aspatria's Voice. 

If you have any questions or queries you think 

the Town Council can help you with, then visit 

us at: www.aspatrias-voice.co.uk 
Here you will find a link to the Town Council 

Pages. There are also email links to our Town 

Clerk as well as to some of our Councillors, 

There is an area to Ask us a question.  

Aspatria's –Voice also has an up and running 

Forum where you can join other residents to 

have your say on what is happening around 

Aspatria.   

This is our way of giving you a voice! 
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At last work is about to start on the new children’s centre in Aspatria, with the conversion of the old SRI Resource Centre.  

The funding for the new centre has been provided due to close collaboration between the County Council, the Child and 

Adolescent Mental Health Service (CAMHS), Allerdale Borough Council, the North Allerdale Partnership (through the  

North West Development Agency’s Market Towns Initiative programme) and North Allerdale Children’s Centre The project 

is costing nearly £300,000, half of which is being provided by NAP (via NWDA) and the other half by the County Council. 

Allerdale Borough Council is paying for the lease on the SRI building, which it owns, for 25 years. 

 

The children’s centre will provide integrated services for families with children under 5, such as family learning, training 

courses for parents, breastfeeding support, healthy eating advice, play development, family support and many other services, 

and CAMHS workers will operate out of the centre. In addition, rooms in the centre will be available for community use.  

 

Staff already appointed are: Hannah Davison, Development Worker and Local Services Coordinator, and Jenny Lunney,  

who will be the receptionist and administrator. Jenny will feel quite at home there because she used to be SRI’s  

administrator in Aspatria working in the same building. 

 

Lis Bramwell, the County Council’s Children’s Centre Development Worker for Allerdale, says; ‘Getting this project off  

the ground has been very hard work for a number of people, but, at last, Aspatria will get the building and the services it has 

needed for so long.’ 

 

Patrick Short, Manager of North Allerdale Children’s Centre, says ‘This is a very exciting project, which will mean a big 

improvement in the children’s centre offer in Aspatria and the surrounding area. We are looking forward to welcoming the 

community into the building.’ 

 

For further information, contact Lis Bramwell, 01900 706135, Hannah Davison 016973 71741 or Patrick Short 016973 

71741 

 

¶ This children’s centre is part of the County Council’s Children’s Centre programme for Cumbria, which is 

implementing the government’s decision to have children’s centres in every community by 2010. 

¶ Work is due to start on converting the building on 7th January 2008, with the aim of completing it by April 1st or 

as soon as possible afterwards. 

¶ Denise Raper  (016973 49864) has managed the project locally on behalf of the North Allerdale Partnership  

 

 

one constant – that is the love of God. 

Christmas demonstrates to us that God 

is not detached from us but is very  

interested in our world and our well 

being.  That is why Jesus came – to be 

the saviour of the world and to identify 

with us in our joys and sorrows. He 

came in, and with, the love of God that 

we might know his love, and peace. 

 

The problem is that most could not see 

it – could not understand it – and the 

world made a great mistake and re-

jected the saviour of the world, the one 

who could bring us true peace. 

 

We see what happened when we think 

about the Cross of Jesus and his awful 

suffering at that first Easter. Fortunately 

even then God did not give up on us but 

raised Jesus to new life and with the 

promise that if we believed in Him we 

too would receive new life and eternal 

life. 

Dear Friends 

 

Last week (November) England were 

knocked out of the European Champion-

ships by Croatia, and we learnt that 25 

million confidential records had gone 

missing! Just to add to the mix there was 

a further leakage of the foot and mouth 

virus. It is not long since England lost 

the rugby world cup and Lewis Hamilton 

blew it at the final hurdle. We often here 

about anti-social behaviour on the streets 

of our towns and villages – and not 

much happens about it. 

 

Does all this get you down? Well – me 

too! Yet I guess that there is always ups 

and downs in life – we all experience 

happy times and sad times. 

May be sometimes we wonder if the 

world has gone mad, or at least pear 

shaped? 

 

Fortunately in the midst of this troubled, 

changing and uncertain world there is 

Why do so many still reject the offer of 

unconditional love, forgiveness of sin, 

and life everlasting? Are we indeed 

mad?  Come one – get a life! 

All is possible as we put our faith and 

trust in Jesus. 

 

Have a good and meaningful 2008 

 

John Millard   

Methodist Minister. 

Message off John Millard – Methodist Minister  

Editor - Janice Barker 

 
If you want something added to our  

Newsletter  - Email me at:  
 

 janice.barker@tiscali.co.uk 
 
Or contact one of your Councillors to pass on 

the information you would like to add in to 

our Newsletter. The Editor reserves the right 
to control what is included, however, no 

responsibility whatsoever for the content of 

this newsletter can be accepted by the Editor 
or the Publishers of this newsletter. We hope you have enjoyed reading our latest Newsletter. 

GREEN LIGHT FOR NEW CHILDREN’S CENTRE BUILDING 


